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first conveyances for our information an exact list of all the books and papers
which have been recovered,
43.   You are to give us a particular account, agreeable to our letter of
the 3d of August, whether the cypher which was in Mr. Drake's custody
shared the fate of the other books and papers or not; if it was saved a corres-
pondence is to be carried on with whomsoever it may be necessary according
to the original directions, with this addition that every letter for the future
must be signed by the persons sending the same (not in cypher) but in the
usual manner of writing their names by which method we shall be satisfied of
the authenticity of every letter, and prevent impositions; should the cypher
be really lost, you must write to the President ot Fort St. George to send our
President of Fort William for the time being a copy in the most secure manner,
and instead of advising our said President and the President of Bombay not
to correspond any more in that cypher, as directed in our said letter of the
3d August, we revoke that direction, and you are to acquaint them all their
letters in cypher are to be signed in the usual manner of signing as before *
directed with respect to letters from your Presidency.
44.   By the latter ships we shall send you directions for the general
conduct of affairs; in the meantime you are to proceed as near as possible
upon the plans which have been laid down, particularly with respect to keeping
our cash, selling goods at publick sales, making investments at the aurungs>
appointing committees to inspect and take care of the various branches of
business, and in particular for auditing all accounts previous to their passing
the Council Board; in short, whatever measures  may be  found  useful hi
points of oeconomy, or any other ways evidently tending to the interest of the
Company are to be zealously pursued.
. 45. By our letter of the 3d August last by the Expedition packet, a
duplicate whereof accompanys this, and the most material parts of the said
letter signed by ourselves which Captain Barton is proceeding with overland,
you will observe we appointed a committee to transact and manage the Com-
pany's afiairs in Bengal as therein mentioned. We have since writing that
letter had time to consider, with great care and attention, in what method it
will be best in the present critical situation to have them conducted, and are
come to a determination that they shall be conducted and carried on by a
President and Council in the manner hereafter mentioned, and we do accord-
ingly revoke and make void the directions in the said letter of the 3d of August,
so far as relates to the appointment of the said committee, and in lieu thereof,
do hereby ordain, constitute and appoint the following named persons to be
the President and Council for ordering, governing and managing all the
Company's affairs at Fort William in Bengal, and all its dependant places and
settlements with as full power and authority as the Presidents and Councils
of Bengal have been usually invested with viz.,
William Watts Esqr.
Charles Manningham Esqr.
Richard Becher Esqr.
John Zephaniah Holwell Esqr.
Major James Kilpatrick who is never to rise higher during this
Council than fifth in station
Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes